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The apostrophe has three uses: 

1. To form possessives of nouns 
2. To show that two words have been made into a contraction 
3. To show certain plurals of lower case letters 

 
An important thing to remember is that apostrophes are not used for pronouns or 
acronyms. 
 
To show that a noun is possessive, add an apostrophe and an s, even if the word already 
ends with an s.    
 Examples:  Lewis’s car 
   Charles’s dog 
 
You should also add an apostrophe and an s to plural forms that do not end in –s 
 Examples:  the children’s toy 
   the geese’s feathers 
 
You should also add an apostrophe to the end of plural nouns that end in –s 
 Examples: the  houses’ ceilings  
   three friends’ notes 
 
Here are examples of some contractions in which the apostrophe takes the place of the 
letters that have been left out:  
  didn’t = did not she’ll = she will  should’ve = should have  
   who’s – who is won’t= will not                                       
 
When forming the plural of a lowercase letter, it helps to put in an apostrophe, but this is 
not necessary when showing a plural on capitalized letters, numbers, and symbols, 
especially if the numbers or letters are italicized so that there is a distinction as when 
talking about getting all As or all Cs. Also, you do not need to put apostrophes on such 
possessive pronouns as theirs and its. 
 
 



 
Examples:   Camryn’s grandmother noticed when she didn’t mind her p’s and q’s.  
 
  We have watched four DVDs in my class. 
 
  Underline all of the &s on this page. 
 
  The 1970s were a time of bright colors.  
 
 

PRACTICE  EXERCISE 
 
A. Circle the correct word in each of these four sentences.   
 
1.  Dan/Dan’s car, a 69/’69 Chevy, is his nicest object.  
 
2.  My teachers/teacher’s advice was to try to get at least Bs. 
 
3.  The woman’s/women’s club was remodeled. 
 
4.  She had spent her husbands/husband’s vacation mountain climbing.  
 
 
Now in each of these four sentences, add an apostrophe to make the sentence correct. 
 
5.  Theyre not going to go through with the plan, even though they had promised. 
 
6.  The suns rays were glaring through the tree where the birds were singing. 
 
7.  The dogs bark was so fierce it frightened us.   
 
8.  The boys skateboards were left on the sidewalk. 
 
 
B. Now in these two sentences, remove the unnecessary apostrophes. 
 
1.  The dog’s bark was more fierce than it’s bite. 
 
2.  I wish they would quit talking about it because the choice is not their’s. 

 
Answers: A:  1. Dan’s, ’69 2. teacher’s, 3. women’s, 4. husband’s, 5. They’re, 6. sun’s, 7. dog’s, 8. boys’ 
Answers: B   1. Its, 2. theirs. 
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