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 A root word is the word, or part of the word, which gives the word its 

meaning.  Some root words are real words on their own, such as ‘friend.’  This 

word means something without a prefix or suffix.   

 

Example:  ‘Friend’ is a word all by itself:  He is my friend. 

 

Adding a prefix or suffix to the word changes the meaning of the word, but 

the root of the word stays the same.  Take a look:   

 

friendship means ‘the state of being friends’ 

friendly means ‘of or like a friend; kindly’ 

unfriendly means ‘unlike a friend; hostile’ 

friendless means ‘without a friend’ 

 

 

 Other root words need a prefix or suffix to be a full word.  Let’s take a look 

at an example of this:   

 

 The root ‘aud’ means ‘to hear’  

 ‘aud’ is part of a word and cannot be used as a word on its own   

 Adding a suffix completes the word and gives it additional meaning, 

but does not change the root, ‘to hear’ 

 

aud + the suffix ible = audible, meaning ‘able to be heard’ 

aud + the suffix ology = the ‘study of hearing’ 
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Here is a list of root words that do not stand alone as full words.   
 

 
Root 
Word 

Meaning Example Meaning of Word 

agri  field agriculture 
science of growing crops in a 
field 

ann year annual once a year 

antrop man/human philanthropy being generous to people 

arch 
government, 
first 

monarch king 

aqua water aquatic having to do with water 

aud hear auditorium 
a place for people to come 
and hear a speech or 
performance 

auto self autobiography
the story of your life, written 
by you 

cent one hundred centipede an insect with 100 legs 

chrono time chronology a list of events in time 

civi citizen civilian 
a person who is not in the 
military 

cord heart accord agree (from the heart) 

demos people epidemic 
a disease that affects many 
people at the same time 

fac ,fic 

fect , 
fec 

to make or do fiction a made-up story 

graph, 
gram 

writing graphic something that is written 

labor to work laboratory a place where scientists work 

man hand manual done by hand 

mar sea maritime having to do with the sea 

port carry portable able to be carried 

terr land subterranean under the ground or land 

vita life vital something important for life 
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Use what you know about root words to match the word with the correct 

definition.  You may use the chart or a dictionary if needed.  The first one is done 

for you. 

 
 

____  51. agrarian   a.  the study of early cultures, or the first  

         things in history 

____  52. anniversary  b.  full of question 

____  53. employment  c.  having to do with farming in the field 

____  54. anthropology  d.  of no use 

____  55. archaeology  e.  a group of people who hear    

         something 

____  56. aquarium  f.  something that happens every year,   

         on a certain date 

____  57. useless   g.  full of belief 

____  58. audience  h.  a record of the history of events in   

        time 

____  59. automobile  i.  the study of early humans 

____  60. beautiful   j.  full of good looks 

____  61. century   k.  a tank of water for fish 

____  62. chronicle  l.  the culture of the citizens of a    

        country 

____  63. civilization  m.  having to do with work 

____  64. faithfully   n.  something you drive by yourself 

____  65. wonderful  o.  100 years 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c 
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 Use the word bank and what you know about prefixes, suffixes, and root 

words to complete each sentence.  The first one is done for you. 

 
Word Bank 

cardiac 

democracy 

factory 

 

telegram 

collaborate 

manufacture 

submarine 

export 

territory 

vitamins 

 

 

61. China and Japan ______________________ many goods to other 
countries. 

 
62. They ______________________ cars, clothes, shoes, and many other 

things in their factories. 
 

63. My father works in a ______________________ that makes food for cows. 
 

64. Vegetables have important ______________________ and minerals that 
help keep you healthy. 

 
65. The government of the United States is a ______________________. 

Political power comes from the people. 
 

66. Many older people have ______________________ problems.  They are at 
risk for a heart attack. 

 
67. Fifty years ago, before e-mail, a fast way to send a message was by 

______________________. 
 

68. The Klondike Gold Rush occurred in the Yukon ______________________ 
of Canada. 

 
69. When you ______________________ with others on a job, the work gets 

done faster. 
 

70. A ______________________ allows explorers to see parts of the ocean 
never seen by man.   

 

Answer Key  

export 


